
not only respectful of the 
concerns of all member-
nations but also just and 
workable. 

G 
reetings, hon’ble 
delegates and dig-
nitaries! 

Alcheringa Atlantis in associ-
ation with Literary Society, 
IIT Guwahati finds great 
pleasure in welcoming you 
to the first edition of IITG 
Model United Nations Con-
ference. We shall strive to 
provide you a warm and 
comfortable stay at this 
beautiful campus of ours. 
 
As delegates and champions 
of a just and stable world 
gathered here in the serene 
campus of IIT Guwahati, all 
eyes will be on you as the 
planet goes through a tur-
bulent phase as we write. 
The campus community and 
members of the Internation-
al Press will observe every 
move of yours with utmost 
hope and speculation. 
From the first-time dele-
gates, it is hoped that you 
will bring a fresh perspec-
tive to the common issues 

concerning the member-
nations, primarily the issues 
of politically-motivated in-
terventions and sanctity of 
the R2P doctrine. For, only 
you can offer novel and un-
conventional ideas to issues 
where we seem to have 
reached a standstill. 
 
The members of the Inter-
national Press are no less 
important in documenting 
and analyzing the proceed-
ings of one of the most im-
portant MUN conferences in 
recent times and relaying it 
to the expectant masses, as 
several nations fall in and 
come out of turmoil. In line 
with the expectations, we 
will keep the general public 
informed and up-to-date as 
the conference develops, 
through all its twists and 
turns. 

Finally, we remain hopeful 
that our delegates will ar-
rive at a resolution which is 

Welcome to the conference! 
- R a j a t  S a ha  

 

 

        Must reads: 
 

 TÊTE-À-TÊTE WITH 

THE EXECUTIVE 

BOARD 

 TIPS FOR FIRST 

TIMERS 

 THE IDEA THAT IS    

IITGMUN 

 THE FLIP SIDE TO 

R2P 

EDITOR’S WORD 2 

WHY IITGMUN 2 

R2P: THE FLIP 
SIDE 

3 

EB INTERVIEW 4 

CREDITS  6  

Inside this issue: 

1st February, 2014 Issue 1 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R E S S ,  I I T  G U W A H A T I  M O D E L  U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  

The Quidnunc 

Page 1 

“Diplomacy is the art of telling people to go to hell in 

such a way that they ask  for directions...” 



D 
iplomacy is very 
interesting. There is 
so much happening 

all around the globe and 
there is so much to know. I 
would not say that by doing 
a Model United Nations Con-
ference you are actually 
changing the world, but ra-
ther it is a great platform to 
learn and explore the world. 
It opens to you a whole new 
world to develop your diplo-
macy as well as your re-
search skills. I agree, it’s just 
a simulation, a play based on 
politics. But again, we are 
not on a mission to save the 
world, we are just 
attempting to learn how the 
world functions and trying to 
find solutions for the global 
issues of the day in an ideal-
istic manner. Not only does 
it improve your speaking 

skills but also helps you   
develop your personality. 
And who knows, playing a 
leader might help you take 
up the mantle of one in real 
life.  
 

It’s very unfortunate that 
the concept of MUNs 
reached North East really 
late, with the first MUN of 
the region happening just a 
few months back in Naga-
land. It was always a dream 
for me to see my fellow ma-
tes doing an MUN here in 
Guwahati. And I am glad 
that IIT Guwahati has given 
them this chance.  
 

Back in Delhi, there are 
MUNs every weekend. At 
times, it is more like a social 
gathering rather than an 
academic conference. But 
again, good debaters never 

compromise on quality. I am 
quite fortunate to have been 
with probably the best so 
called MUNers of India, in 
fact to be trained by them. 

I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank IIT Gu-
wahati for bringing in this 
noble concept of MUN into 
the state and urge the dele-
gates to take full advantage 
of the opportunity. You have 
got a brilliant Executive 
Board; exploit their experi-
ence and knowledge to the 
fullest. I seriously hope such 
conferences continue hap-
pening in the region, and 
this particular one sets an 
example for them to look up 
to.  I wish all a very best of 
luck.  
  

There are many reasons that 
substantiate an MUN’s claim 
to being one of the most 
fruitful intellectual activities. 
First up, preparation for 
such an activity requires a 
lot of research on the partic-
ipant’s part. We are sure you 
have burned quite a bit of 
midnight oil furthering your 
knowledge on the agenda, 
and making your case water-
tight. Secondly, the manipu-
lative politics and the maze 
of diplomacy offered by the 
conference help sharpen 
one’s skills to negotiate and 
convince, skills which are 
priceless in real life. An MUN 

S 
o, the big day is finally 
here! IIT Guwahati 
Model United Nations 

2014 (IITGMUN’14) heralds 
the arrival of a fresh breeze 
of debating culture into the 
region. The air is already 
abuzz with excitement as we 
look forward to sessions 
where delegates will give 
their best trying to domi-
nate, and amaze us with 
their new ideas and fresh 
perspective. Though born in 
the West, MUNs are a raging 
phenomenon the world 
over, and not without good 
cause.                             

is one of the best exercises 
in team-work and consensus 
building. 

We live in times of political 
turbulence. The world is full 
of issues which warrant un-
derstanding, and thus intel-
lectual discussions. This dec-
ade has seen some major 
political upheavals. Be it the 
invasion of Afghanistan, the 
Arab spring, or the Middle 
East crisis, the principle of 
“Responsibility to Protect” 
has been put to test again 
and again.  

The agenda before the com-
mittee is currently hogging 

A new era begins: Editor’s word 
-  A m l a n  Da s ,  E d i t o r - i n - c h i e f  

Why IITGMUN? 
- V i s h a l  K um a r  
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the political headlines the 
world over. The ups and 
downs in the Syrian crisis 
have raised fingers over the 
effectiveness of the principle 
in resolving such complex 
scenarios. In the light of re-
cent developments, and the 
mixed record of this princi-
ple, it’s safe to assume that 
the conference will witness 
some very exciting discus-
sions.                                     

But it’s not all; the vision 
behind IITGMUN goes far 

beyond debating and ex-
change of ideas. It’s an 
attempt to help the partici-
pants see this world in a new 
light. It’s by events like 
MUN, by studying and en-
acting international bodies 
like the UN, that we learn 
the governing dynamics be-
hind world politics. We 
strive to let us all see every 
aspect of the world with the 
same curious and piercing 
gaze. We strive to let us all 
ask the right questions, and 

search for the right answers. 
IITGMUN is a leap of faith to 
achieve this goal, the first 
step in the unending quest 
for knowledge. 

Responsibility to protect: The flip side 
- M a n g e s h  J o s h i  

the international consensus 
on R2P. The third pillar of 
R2P which talks about inter-
vention is most criticized of 
the three. Many developing 
countries have raised ques-
tions that humanitarian in-
terventions can be interest 
driven and a part of a “neo-
colonial” scheme. Lack of 
modified criteria further 
fuels their fears of concealed 
motives and possible politi-
cal abuse by world powers. 
Some question the efficacy 
and morality of intervention 
given that sovereignty is 
deeply enshrined in modern 
world order. Some critics are 
of view that internationaliza-
tion of conflicts can compli-
cate peace process and the 
regime change may not 
bring the desired result. Im-
proper handling of interven-
tion can have potentially 
huge consequences and de-
lay further intervention. 
NATO’s decision to push for 
a regime change in Libya 
antagonized many and it 
was unsurprising that the 
same countries blocked the 
Syrian resolution of US.  

The proponents of R2P 
should work out the criteria 
which determine the condi-
tions and means under 
which the intervention is 
required. The refusal of 
BRICS in supporting the Syri-
an resolution demonstrates 
urgent need for common 
criteria, else two permanent 
UNSC members and three 
aspiring members of UNSC 
may block every further in-
ternational intervention and 
cause the demise of R2P 
doctrine. The criteria would 
limit the misuse by world 
powers and yet put pressure 
on the regimes abusing the 
sovereignty, and thus will 
add much-needed legitimacy 
to the interventions. 

T 
he United Nations 
initiative of 2005, the 
R2P has emerged as 

the designated standard in 
international law. R2P initia-
tive asserts that it is the re-
sponsibility of the state to 
protect and provide security 
to its people and the respon-
sibility of international com-
munity in assisting the state 
in the above endeavour. 
However, if the state is una-
ble or unwilling to protect its 
people from the mass atroci-
ties, the international com-
munity has the responsibility 
to take coercive measures 
like economic sanctions and 
considering military inter-
vention as a last resort (The 
authority of military inter-
vention rests solely with the 
UNSC.) Even though the 
R2P’s raison d’étre seems 
laudable, it has been criti-
cized by various countries 
and on various counts.  

The BRICS are leading the 
front in criticizing the R2P. 
The interventions in Libya 
and Syria cemented their 
suspicions and weakened 
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The Executive Board of IITG-
MUN recently became can-
did with us, with Chairper-
son Ashesh Das, Co-
chairperson Pooja Chitkara,  
and Rapporteur Raghav Goy-
al sharing their valuable ex-
perience. Here are the ex-
cerpts:                                    
IP: What factors led you to 
the decision of being a part 
of the executive board?   
AD: I have been to many 
MUNs, but never to one in 
the North-East. When the EB 
applications came out for 
IITGMUN, I got interested. I 
applied, and my résumé fit 
the requirements. So, here I 
am.                                        
RG: First, it was too good an 
opportunity to pass - the 
first edition of MUN in a 
prestigious college like IIT 
Guwahati. I decided to be a 
member of the board so as 
to set the bar for the rest of 
all. The prospect is very chal-
lenging and IITG has the 
chance to begin their MUN 
journey with their cultural 
fest.                                        
PC: Well, I am honoured to 
be a part of the MUN, and 
primarily, what I would say 
my inclination was to even 
apply in the first place, was 
that it was one of the first 
few MUN’s to be organized 
in the north-east and I genu-
inely do believe it’s time that 
the north-east came on to 
the circuit map. That was 
primarily my motivation.    
IP: What is your take on the 
agenda of the conference, 
‘The Responsibility To Pro-
tect?’  

AD: The principle is becom-
ing increasingly important in 
current times, given the situ-
ation in Syria and the Middle 
East. It is high time that the 
world recognizes its potency 
and endeavour to make it 
more detailed, more effec-
tive. It is pleasing to know 
that IITGMUN is addressing 
this sensitive topic by 
putting it on the agenda. 
RG: I think it's a very 
thoughtful agenda and it's 
really well fitting for the 
General Assembly. The dele-
gates won't have to force 
their brains into the debate 
and they can make com-
ments befitting their coun-
try. Moreover, the vastness 
of the agenda will allow 
different opinions to be dis-
cussed and debated which 
itself is pretty interesting. 
PC: The best thing about the 
agenda is that it allows you 
the opportunity for con-
structive analysis, it gives 
you the option of conflicting 
debate, of logically analysing 
the debate as the agenda 
provides. Also on the other 
hand, you can include a lot 
of foreign policies, you can 
include a lot of international, 
bilateral and multilateral 
agreements. We have so 
many crisis situations that 
you can analyse thoroughly. 
Very few agendas combine 
both these elements.          
IP: When it comes to the 
present situation in Syria, 
many believe that there’s 
no foreseeable victory for 
either contingent. What 
according to you could be a 
viable solution for this situ-

ation? If you don’t believe 
there is one, what do you 
think will be the denoue-
ment?                                  
AD: The Syrian situation is at 
a critical point. The war can-
not stop unless there is a 
compromise between the 
rebels and the regime. How-
ever we also cannot simply 
ask President Assad to step 
down. It will be most im-
practical. We need calculat-
ed actions from the western 
fraternity or this deadlock 
can continue for 15-20 
years.                                    
RG: One of the major prob-
lem with Syria is actually 
there is no general consen-
sus on the best possible so-
lution in the international 
community. The internation-
al community itself is divid-
ed into two - one advocating 
the R2P and other stating 
the importance of respecting 
the state's sovereignty. 
Though we can never give 
up hope and being part of 
the UN we have to believe 
that there is a viable solu-
tion. Whether it is giving 
back power to the people or 
taking up strict military ac-
tion it is up for debate.      
PC: From what I can under-
stand from this situation is 
that there is no clear cut 
solution because neither of 
the two sides are willing to 
come to a compromise and 
neither of the two sides is so 
unquestionably strong that 
the other will simply give in, 
to put it that way. The rebel 
army is not united in its fight 
against the government be-

Tête-à-tête with the Executive Board 
- Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  b y  Pa l l a v i  B e n aw r i  

- Interviewers:  Taha Barwahwala,  S iddarth T ikoo,  Dhruv Gupta  
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cause of certain sectorisa-
tion of the Syrian communi-
ty and also other factors, 
plus the prospect of foreign 
intervention makes the case 
a lot complex. If I really had 
all of it together, I could not 
really come out with a direct 
solution, because I’m sure if 
such a direct solution did 
exist, it would have been 
probably been considered in 
our life long back.                
IP: How would you advise 
the delegates, esp. the first 
timers, to prepare them-
selves for this conference? 
AD: The delegates should 
keep in mind that unlike 
parliamentary debating, a 
MUN is a highly formal 
event. The decorum of the 
conference has to be ob-
served at all occasions. Also, 
the delegates should be well
-acquainted with the rules 
and regulations and due 
procedure of the debate.  
RG: The best advice I think is 
maybe the one I received 
myself - to not take MUN as 
a competition. Take it as a 
chance to be a delegate of a 
nation - a different nation - 
and do justice to that group. 
It's about representing your 
country - ideologies of which 
may seem strange to others 
but don't be afraid to stand 
out. Remember what you 
have researched and the 
rest will automatically fall 
into place.                    
PC: : First of all I think if 
you’re a first timer at the 
MUN, then you’re probably 
in the best position to partic-
ipate because being a very 
first timer you don’t have 
much expectations and we 
won’t judge you. So even if 
you don’t perform that well, 
it still does not make any 
difference because it was 
your first time and you can 

be forgiven for any blunders 
that you commit. If you go 
with that sort of a mind-set 
you’ll do brilliantly. Two 
things that you would proba-
bly need to work on is re-
search which in short does 
not come very naturally, so 
do good research. And sec-
ondly lot of confidence. 
Someone who has been in 
30 MUNs is no better than 
someone who has come for 
the first time. I think they 
should take it as more of a 
learning opportunity. All of 
us can individually say that 
we probably learnt the most 
about MUNs from our first, 
second or third MUN, and 
just have a lot of fun.   
Writing resolutions can be 
challenging since they must 
appeal to a broad range of 
members with conflicting 
concerns to be passed suc-
cessfully. How do you sug-
gest the delegates formu-
late their resolutions to 
make them incontroverti-
ble?                                      
AD: The resolutions should 
be highly concise, so that 
everyone can comprehend 
what is being said. As the EB 
our interference in the pro-
ceedings will be minimal. 
However, we encourage the 
delegates to thoroughly de-
bate each aspect of a resolu-
tion and go for amendments 
whenever required.           
RG: I think that is where 
lobbying plays its major role 
- writing resolutions. It is 
one of the most difficult 
things the delegates will do 
and that is why they need to 
respect everyone's opinion, 
and resort to negotiations 
and compromise. They have 
to keep in mind that the 
resolution will only be ac-
cepted by all if it has inputs 
from and benefits for all 

involved But while doing this 
they'll have to make sure 
they don't give up on the 
very essence of their stand. .    
PC:I think at the end of the 
day it is majority v/s minori-
ty. Ultimately the draft reso-
lution which gets the majori-
ty is the one which gets 
passed. But if the countries 
which hold a stake in that 
particular issue – if they are 
not in agreement with the 
draft resolution irrespective 
of the draft resolution ulti-
mately getting passed it will 
not lead to any practical 
action in the real world. So 
while it is important that the 
draft gets passed it is also 
important that the country 
that actually holds a stake is 
in agreement with what has 
been placed in the docu-
ment.  

In the end I would like to 
conclude this interview by 
asking you about your ex-
pectations from IITG MUN 
2014?  
AD: I have very high expec-
tations from the event. I 
have been to many places 
for MUNs and will surely like 
to see what the North-East 
has got in store for us. 
RG: My expectations are 
serious delegations and 
fresh ideas. Most of the del-
egates would be first timers 
and their enthusiasm is hard 
to match. I'm really looking 
forward to that and I expect 
them to be very well pre-
pared.                  
PC: I have no doubt the or-
ganisation will be absolutely 
brilliant. I hope I get to see a 
lot of intelligent analysis and 
the utmost diplomatic cour-
tesy as the UN requires, and 
more than anything else I 
hope to have a total blast!  
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It is befittingly said, “The sword is always beaten by the spirit.” 

And so it shall, with delegates striving to provide solutions to 

global issues while adopting a peaceful approach, and ardently 

contested debates ensuring that all point of views are heard 

and all opinions aired before arriving at a mutually agreeable 

consensus. In the words of Hubert Humphrey- "Freedom is 

hammered out on the anvil of discussion, dissent and debate.” 

So brace yourselves for discussion, learn to tolerate dissent, 

and roll up your sleeves for debate, for a man reveals nothing 

unless you contradict him. 

“THE NEWS IS  MIGHTIER THAN THE NEWSMAKERS”  

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R E S S ,  I I T  G U W A H A T I  M O D E L  U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  

Find us on the web at: 

www.iitgmun.wordpress.com 


