
Welcome Delegates! To the 
third edition of the IITG 
MUN, hosted under the 
aegis of Alcheringa Mag-
num Opus, in collaboration 
with the Literary Society. 

Last year, through sheer 
enthusiasm, we established 
the foundation of what will 
become a proud IITG tra-
dition. This time, we have 
built upon that foundation 
in the hopes of creating a 
skyscraper of an experience 
that you will never forget. 
The serious and heated de-
bates that wall take place in 
these halls will provide a 
sharp counterpoint to the 
serene beauty of the cam-
pus, and the care-free spirit 
of the fest. 

However, our efforts can 
only go so far in the crea-
tion of this monument. 

 

The agendas have been 
chosen both because of 
their relevance in this day 
and age, as well as their 
potential to ignite long-
standing bad air between 
nations. From you, dele-
gates, we hope to see quick 
wit and eloquence, moving 
in tandem with the over-
arching goal of advancing 
towards resolving these 
long-standing issues. Each 
step you take towards draft-
ing a Resolution, is one step 
closer to solving the banes 
that have been plaguing our 
world for millennia.  

But, do not fret, we will not 
leave you to fend for your-
selves; throughout this 
whole process, the Press 
will be with you - every step 
of the way - to record, scru-
tinize, document, and pub-
lish - among other things - 
your words, and your ac-

tions. As you meander your 
way through thickets of 
foreign policies, and ma-
neuver yourselves through 
convoluted political entan-
glements, remember to 
smile, because we will be 
taking pictures. 

 

Together, we will make this 
conference the Burj Khalifa 
among MUNs. 
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Message from the Director 

Alcheringa is the celebra-
tion of culture and heritage. 
It is the celebration of hu-
man spirit, and its immor-
tality, through its expression 
in various art forms. The 
MUN is the epitome of 
human expression through 
debate. As such, it is a per-
fect platform for the mani-
festation of human spirit. 
MUN is more than merely 
an intellectual exercise, it is 
a chance for a regular per-
son to stand for something 

more than him or herself, 
to move forward with the 
ethos and philosophy of the 
entire nation, to learn to 
place the culture of that 
nation before his or her 
individuality, and to grow 
beyond consciousness. The 
passion for culture and 
deeper involvement with 
eternity set the mind with 
the intimacy of a pervasive 
companionship.  

The agenda items of this 
MUN are very specific, and 

very relevant for today’s world. A 
thorough understanding and dis-
cussion of these topics could 
glean a better comprehension of 
the situations our fellow human 
beings face. It is my hope that all 
the participants of this event en-
joy themselves, and that the event 
itself achieves a grand success. 

-The Director 

By: Hemanth Machavaram 
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It is famously said that there is 
no future without forgiveness; 
we may add that there cannot 
be a happy present until repa-
rations are made for a sad past. 
The world we live in can be 
broadly divided into two parts 
- one which is in a dark phase 
of wars, like the middle-east, 
and another which is experi-
encing a new dawn of calmer 
conditions, or the post-conflict 
areas. 

The oppressed people of the 
war-struck regions need to 
discover their power- the pow-
er of non-violence. It was un-
der the auspices of this power 
that Gandhi was able to expel 
the British without lifting a 
single gun. What non-violence 
does is increase the amount of 

force needed to maintain con-
trol, until it becomes unac-
ceptable to the force-bearers to 
do so. On a similar note, it is 
not only the social and political 
dimensions of society that 
need to be rebuilt in a post-war 
region. Repairing the past in-
volves atonement by the guilt-
ridden hearts of the oppres-
sors, as well as forgiveness by 
the oppressed, in other words, 
cultivation of non-violence. 

IITG MUN is proud to have a 

man of peace, a firm believer 

of Gandhian principles of non-

violence - Dr. Michael Nagler 

– to address the conference on 

the 1st of February. Currently a 

professor Emeritus of Classics 

and Comparative Literature at 

UC Berkeley, he is the founder 

President of the board of the 

Metta Center for Nonviolence 

Education. He has received 

many awards for his writings 

on the subject of peace and 

non-violence. On 30th of Janu-

ary he will be receiving the 

Lifetime Achievement Peace 

Award. It is an honor for 

IITG, and a learning experi-

ence for the delegates and the 

secretariat, for him to be asso-

ciated with the conference. We 

welcome him with warm re-

gards and due respect. 

made by the extremist terrorist 
organization ISIS, have gradu-
ally become more brutal and 
widespread. Barbaric practices 
like beheading and stoning to 
death have been revitalized, 
and even news reporters are 
not spared, as evident from the 
execution of American journal-
ist James Foley in August last 
year. Against such a back-
ground of cross-border terror-
ism and unstable governance, 
Iraq and Syria would be look-
ing to make strong points, de-
spite their positions on the 
Observer panel. How the 
West, particularly the United 
States - which has openly de-
clared war against terror 
groups in Syria pro bono - 
would respond to their de-
mands is another matter alto-

Over the past couple years, 
and especially after the elimi-
nation of the infamous Al-
Qaeda leader Bin Laden, there 
has been an apparent shift in 
international focus from Af-
ghanistan to Syria and Iraq. 
The democratic wave popular-
ly referred to as the Arab 
Spring saw civil uprisings in 
several states like Libya and 
Egypt as well as military coups 
that famously overthrew ty-
rants. However, with the war 
in Syria soon taking a sectarian 
turn at the incursion of Sunni 
identity, it was not long before 
the nations in the Middle East 
were up in arms over perceived 
threats to finances, governance 
and most importantly, religion.  

Demands for “one nation, one 
government” for all Muslims, 

gether. With the House of 
Representatives having voted 
to authorize the executive 
branch to train Syrian rebels 
against ISIL on September 17, 
it would be interesting to see 
whether the states of Iraq and 
Syria are able to reconcile the 
differences in view of a com-
mon enemy.  

The geopolitical differences in 
the Middle East have always 
had a religious front to them. 
In most of the Islamic nations, 
the Shias are in a constant 
struggle for power against the 
Sunnis. And then there’s the 
Israel-Palestinian war.  

For over half a century now, 
the Jews in Israel have been in 
a state of locked horns with 
the Arab Muslims in Palestine. 
With a majority of moderates 
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By: Desh Raj 

By: Aayushi Khandelwal 

...with the war 
in Syria soon 
taking a sec-
tarian turn at 
the incursion of 
Sunni identity, it 
was not long 
before the na-
tions in the 
Middle East 
were up in 
arms...  



"And as we walk, we must 
make the pledge that we shall 
always march ahead"  

In the past decade, we have 
witnessed events that had the 
capacity to tear down nations, 
and we have endured them. 
We have walked, we have 
stopped, we have fought, but 
now, it is high time we realize 
that the ignorance we have 
preached is intolerable, and 
carry this realization with us as 
we march ahead, through these 
wounds, and forge the human 
civilization once again. 

We witnessed the Arab Spring, 
we went through the pain of 
watching Ukrainians being 
tortured, we also saw the col-

lapse of nations and the after-
math; but now, it is time to act.  

From identifying Internally 
Displaced Persons to relocat-
ing them; from providing live-
lihoods to soldiers to provid-
ing rehabilitation for them; 
from setting up refugee camps 
to providing permanent resi-
dences for them; from inte-
grating economy and markets 
to forming a stable govern-
ment; ECOSOC at IITG 
MUN has the challenge to act 
on these issues, and give the 
world a chance to recover 
from the scars of these bloody 
battles. 

The importance of Post Con-
flict Recovery has been so inte-

gral to the agenda of United 
Nations, that it has been de-
clared as one of the pillars of 
the UN Responsibility to Pro-
tect, whereby the nations not 
only have the responsibility to 
stop the war inside the coun-
try, but also provide resources 
and personnel for the afflicted 
countries to recover from the 
effect of these wars. 

In this conference, let us draft 
a Resolution to help the coun-
tries torn down by war over-
come the problems of recover-
ing. 

"Satisfaction lies in the effort, 
not in the attainment; full ef-
fort is full victory." 

IN CONVERSATION WITH THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: 
AMLAN DAS 

able to serve the purpose well 
for which I am invited.   

Any particular memory from 
the last time that you wish 
to share? 

AD: Must I mention about the 
admiration I have for the or-
ganizing committee. It was 
really inspiring to see such a 
hardworking bunch of stu-
dents. I remember reaching the 
venue early and there I met 
Hardik, Surabhi and Praanshu, 
who despite pulling an all night
-er gave a warm welcome. I 

could see in their eyes the hard 
work they have put in, and the 
next two days of the confer-
ence spoke loads about their 
dedication and work.  

What kind of impact do you 
think an initiative like Mod-
el United Nations can create 
in the North-East, particu-
larly the IITG MUN? 

AD: MUNs provide a perfect 
platform to students to experi-
ence and understand interna-
tional issues and also sharpen 
their debating and writing 

You were a part of the inau-
gural edition of IITG MUN 
as the Editor-in-Chief. How 
do you like being back? 

Amlan Das: It’s always good 
to be back in Guwahati, espe-
cially IITG. I remember the 
first time I was here, when I 
was in grade 6 and since then 
my fascination for this place 
has just increased  in folds. 
The inaugural IITGMUN was 
special and was very well orga-
nized. It’s a privilege being 
back here, and I hope I will be 
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of both communities residing in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip having 
voted for the Two-State Solution, it 
remains to be seen whether the State 
of Israel would be willing to give up 
its hold on the regions of conflict. Of 
the permanent members of the 

UNSC, only the Soviet Union 
is yet to recognize Palestine as 
a sovereign state, and thus, its 
veto will be an important in-
fluence in any resolution 
made in this regard. Even if 
the nations do indeed agree 

on a middle ground, whether the 
treaty holds or suffers a fate simi-
lar to the Oslo Accord is some-
thing only time can tell. 

By: Nakul Yadav 

Questionnaire by: Taha K. Barwahwala 

"And as we 
walk, we must 
make the 
pledge that we 
shall always 
march ahead"  



skills. We all know how role playing 
is the best way of learning things; as 
such, when you role play as a Dele-
gate or as an International Press 
Member you tend to understand 
things better. MUNs also provide a 
perfect social platform for students 
to meet and interact with students 
from all around the country, as such 
you not only just exchange 
knowledge and ideas but also culture; 
and that is a very healthy practice. 

IITG is undoubtedly the premier 
most educational institution of the 
region, and as such its relevance and 
significance cannot be undermined 
by anyone. The entire North East 
lacks exposure, and an institution like 
IITG can rightly provide the much 
required platform to the students of 
the regions. IITGMUN is a brilliant 
initiative to bring together students 
of the region and provide them with 
an international standard competitive 
environment. 

How would you rate the agendas 
of our conference and their rele-
vance in today's world? 

AD: You can’t possibly rate the sig-

nificance or relevance of a partic-
ular agenda. Every topic of global 
importance you discuss has its 
own certain set of uniqueness. 
The Middle East has been one 
conflict region that has shaped 
international diplomacy drastical-
ly in the near past and it still con-
tinues to do so. As such, debating 
on a topic like this would give the 
delegates a very good opportunity 
to comprehend how the contem-
porary international politics func-
tion and will also give them in-
sight as to what the plight of the 
region is and how things func-
tion. 

Even the ECOSOC agenda is 
interesting, particularly because 
the North East in itself is a con-
flict area, as so it will really help 
the delegates play an active role in 
understanding the needs of a so-
ciety and help them prepare 
themselves as an active contrib-
uting member of the society in 
the near future.   

How can the International 
Press contribute most effec-

tively in the conduction of the 
Model United Nations Confer-
ence? 

AD: The role of fourth estate of 
democracy is something that eve-
ryone understands and has been 
quantified time and again. The 
same can be said about the Inter-
national Press, and I guess I do 
not need to elaborate any further. 

Any particular word of advice 
you'd like to give to the partic-
ipants of IITGMUN Press 
Corps, especially the first tim-
ers? 

AD: Research well, be vigilant 
and don’t be afraid to ask ques-
tions, again and again. 

What are your expectations 
from the conference, particu-
larly the Press Corps, this time 
around? 

AD: I possibly can’t express my 
expectations within this space. 
Pardon me for the informal lan-
guage, but I am expecting a kick-
ass conference and a mindblast-
ing International Press. 
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CREDITS 

Find us at: iitgmun.wordpress.com 

and www.iitgmun.org 

We are on the Web! 
To say nothing , especially when speaking , 
is half  the art of  diplomacy. 

 - Will Durant 


