
The third edition of the IIT 
Guwahati Model United 
Nations Conference saw 
the inauguration of an 
unique and innovative ap-
plication which aims to 
facilitate intra-committee 
communication specifically 
for this conference.  

Designed indigenously by 
Mayank Garg, a third year 
Computer Science Engi-
neering student of the col-
lege, the application has 
unique features similar to 
Twitter, where you can 
share your opinion or an 
update within a character 
space of 300.  

It also allows you to send 
personal messages to indi-
vidual delegates and a spe-
cial section to share re-
sources such as the Press 
Release and the set of Rules 
of Procedures. Apart from 
these options, the modera-

tors of the debate and the 
secretariat members have a 
special option to Tweet spe-
cial messages, which gets 
pinned immediately and a 
very unique and interesting 
Polling provision.  

The application was inaugu-
rated during the opening 
ceremony of the MUN, in 
the presence of the Direc-
tor of IIT Guwahati, Prof. 
Gautam Biswas and the 
Chairman of the Cultural 
Board, Kaustabh Mohanty.  

Wonderfully demonstrated 

by the Secretary General of 

the conference, Praanshu 

Goyal, this innovative plat-

form surely looks like a 

prefect catalyst to ignite and 

enhance the debating expe-

rience.  
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Why is post-conflict recovery 
important to us? Why discuss 
it? Simple, because we are hu-
mans, and we have this curious 
ability that allows us to put 
ourselves in another’s shoes, to 
feel what another feels – com-
monly called empathy.  

So, when we see someone else 
suffering, when we hear stories 
about people in anguish, we 
can’t help but wince in their 
pain – but, what we can help is 
our impulse to ignore their 
plight, and ignore our pain. 

The Economic and the Social 
Council (ECOSOC) of the 
United Nations (UN), as a 
committee, is perfect for dis-
cussing the aftermaths of a 
conflict. The crux of the pleth-
ora of problems post-conflict 
societies face lies in its social 
and economic landscape – the 
solutions to which are neither 
immediate, nor spontaneous.  

A directed effort must be 
made to address these issues, 
and craft solutions. Due to the 
lack of a proper international 
framework, a coordinated ef-
fort from the entire world is 
difficult to organize, and any 
such initiatives are usually very 
inefficient, and as a result, inef-
ficacious. This is why only 
some nations have been capa-
ble of recovering from con-
flicts, and others seem to move 
from one to another, with no 
end in sight.  

Even for those societies that 
do recover, the time and re-
sources required are generally 
astronomical. Many of the rea-
sons conflicts arise in the first 
place, is due to social or eco-
nomic imbalances; and ad-
dressing these issues will go a 
long way in not only healing a       
war-torn nation, but, perhaps, 
also in preventing wars from 

occurring in the first place. 

Afghanistan is one nation that 
would benefit the most out of 
such an international frame-
work, since the USA only re-
cently pulled out. Furthermore, 
it can provide valuable insights 
into exactly what the most 
pressing issues a post-conflict 
nation faces. In that vein, a 
study of South Sudan, Rwanda, 
and Sierra Leone would prove 
beneficial to the ideation pro-
cess as well.  

In the end, the identification, 
and addressal of the societal 
imbalances prevalent in a post-
conflict society, as well as the 
requirements to bring it back 
to its feet, is the paramount 
objective. 

PAVING THE WAY FOR BETTER SOLUTIONS 

as intra-religious disputes, it 
will not be wrong to say that 
the situation was exacerbated 
only after intervention of for-
eign forces in the name of cre-
ating political stability.  

For instance, in Syria the Otto-

man rulers created scheme of 
rules and restrictions which 
produced a highly developed 
sense of group separation but 
were able to make people co-
operate well for centuries. It 
was only after the involvement 

The middle-east has no na-
tions. The region is inhabited 
by Arab speaking races eager 
to come to each other’s 
throats. Although it is true that 
the reasons behind ongoing 
conflict in the region are cen-
tered at inter-religious as well 
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“Due to the 
lack of a prop-
er internation-
al framework, 
a coordinated 
effort from the 
entire world is 
difficult to or-
ganize, and 
any such initia-
tives are usual-
ly very ineffi-
cient, and as a 
result, ineffica-
cious” 



SOCIAL, THE FIRST 

to be a massive hit. Unfortu-
nately, it received mixed re-
views from the participants. 
After a few rounds of the 
game - some of which were 
truly spectacular to witness – 
the number of volunteers di-
minished – some having gone 
to avail themselves of the re-
freshments, others being 
drawn by the JAM being con-

A topic of much speculation 
throughout the first day was 
what the Social Event would 
be. Despite fervent requests, 
the planning team refused to 
divulge any information, other 
than that it was a “surprise”. 

‘Lip-Syncing’, a game where 
one acts and pretends to sing 
along with music playing in the 
background, had the potential 
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of Western powers that the un-
certainty and instability in the 
region grew. 

On the other hand, the ISIS was 
crippled by US counterterrorism 
attacks from 2006 to 2011. After 
the withdrawal of US forces 
from Iraq, ISIS faced little re-
sistance in its advances as Iraqi 
army became ineffective in 
curbing the extremists. Similarly 
sectarian tensions increased in 
Iraq after US withdrawal in 2011 
as the political vacuum created 
increased the thirst for power 
among Sunnis and Shias. 

The situation is like two oppo-
site faces of a coin which com-
pels us to ponder upon whether 
foreign intervention is required. 
If it is required, what is the 
amount to which it should be 
taken to? Should there be mili-
tary intervention or just bilateral 
negotiations with the extremists 
and the governing bodies? If we 
see deeply either a yes or a no to 
these questions, it can lead to 
disastrous consequences. 

For finding appropriate answers 
to the questions posed above, it 
is first important to have a clear 
understanding of the problems 
prevailing in the region. The 
first sitting of the United Na-
tions Security Council (UNSC) 
witnessed a theme of starting 
from ground level to understand 

the ins and outs of the situation 
and then elevating step by step 
towards causes and solutions to 
the agenda.  

D e l i b e r a t i o n  u p o n 
‘Understanding sectarian vio-
lence’ remained at the focus of 
the committee for a session of 
two hours. What was figured out 
during the committee is that most 
of the countries had more or less 
similar views on the definition of 
sectarian violence.  

Iran’s view that “Sectarian vio-
lence is demolition of two sects 
under larger religion” was im-
proved by the delegation of New 
Zealand by stating that it is im-
portant to clearly define ‘sect’. 
Sects can be seen in inter-
religious terms also 
like that of the Jews 
and the Arab Mus-
lims. In a very lucid 
manner, delegate of 
Jordan stated that 
sectarianism is being 
put above national-
ism as people identify 
themselves as Sunnis, 
Shias or Kurds rather 
than Iraqis, Iranians 
or Syrians. Lithuania 
was of the view that it is the ex-
tremist groups like Hezbollah 
which play a major role in in-
creasing sectarian violence. Iran 

gave a counterview that age-old 
ideologies of a particular sect 
cannot be killed. So more time 
should be yielded to look at the 
political reasons of sectarian vio-
lence. 

Now in the upcoming sessions it 

would be interesting to see how 

the delegates come up with a 

concrete definition of sectarian-

ism which would finally pave the 

way for discussions upon possible 

causes and solutions. It is ex-

pected that countries like USA, 

Russia, Palestine, Iraq and Syria 

play a major role in the upcoming 

debates. 

ducted in the adjacent room.  

Overall, although the event was 
intriguing, lack of participation 
quickly rendered it a doldrums. 

“For finding 
appropriate 
answers to 
the questions 
posed above, 
it is first im-
portant to 
have a clear 
understanding 
of the prob-
lems prevail-
ing in the re-
gion.” 
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