
In a Press Statement by the 
United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC), countries 
established a common 
ground to define what 
‘Sectarian violence’ actually 
is. In order to investigate the 
root cause of the unrest that 
now prevails in the Middle 
East for quite some time, we 
need to understand what the 
real problem is.  

The socio-political scenario 
of the Middle East is not just 
complicated, but very com-
plicated. In order to under-
stand the prevailing confu-
sion, it became mandatory 
for the most powerful body 
of the United Nations to 
define the conflict that pre-
vails in the area; and hence 
the Press Release.  

The world community in a 

much matured step today 
moved ahead of the religious 
web to define ‘Sectarian vio-
lence’ as any violent develop-
ment executed by dissimilar 
sub-groups within a belief 
system.   

However a lengthy debate 
pulled in when a bloc led by 
Jordan demanded the inclu-
sion of ‘political ideologies’ 
into the definition. Almost all 
Middle East countries stood 
against the inclusion of the 
political inclusion of the defi-
nition, because of the simple 
fact that it might complicate 
matters even more. West 
countries except for United 
Kingdom totally were in sup-
port of including Political 
differences as an integral part 
the definition. However, the 
consequences would have 

lead to further creation of 
more ‘rebel groups’, at least 
on paper.  

The other bloc led by Iran 
however succeeded in 
sweeping the floor to avoid 
the inclusion. It was really 
encouraging to see P5 
countries like China, sup-
porting the non inclusion 
of the political framework, 
considering the fact that 
communism flows through 
the veins of Chinese politi-
cal system.  
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Never the less, the committee 

now has established a common 

ground which now has laid a 

brilliant foundation to discuss 

the solutions. The committee 

has direction, but only time will 

tell how correct is the direction.  

brother persona that the 
country is famous for by of-
fering aid to any nation that 
requested it. And thereafter, 
the committee moved into a 
discussion regarding the re-
current conflict in a post-
conflict society were enumer-
ated.  

During this process, the focus 

The day’s proceedings for the 
current sitting of the United 
Nations Economic and Social 
Council started with the dele-
gate of Iraq who spoke with an 
impassioned plea to the com-
mittee to provide aid for her 
country.  

USA followed right after, who 
was quick to portray the big 

of the debate shifted from so-
cietal issues, to governmental 
issues, a deviation that the del-
egate of Brazil was quick to 
catch on to, before asking the 
committee to focus only on 
the mandate of the Economic 
and Social Council.  

As the committee progressed 
from here, a most curious ad-

THE UNSC-SOLUTION OR MOCKERY? 
With the first session having passed without concrete ideation, Desh Raj and Bhoomika wonder 

whether the council can really arrive at conclusions. 

WHAT ECOSOC DISCUSSED? 

brief debate over the inclusion 
of certain terms anchored most-
ly by Iran, the rest of the session 
was a relatively trivial affair by 
the standards of the Security 
Council. 

During the discussions, the rep-
resentative from the United 
Kingdoms proposed a debate 
pertaining to sources of origin 
of sectarian violence, and 
though the motion was unani-
mously passed, the dialogue that 
followed saw myriad ideas and 
little follow-ups. While the Chil-
ean delegate seemed to believe 
that the Sectarian violence had 
its origin in political distrust, as 
exemplified by the Bashar al 
Asad regime in Syria, the repre-
sentative from Jordan was of the 
opinion the driving force 
behind it was definitely the 
practice of delegitimizing 
the Western culture in the 
Middle East. Malaysia 
spoke to the effect of pre-
venting extremist ideas 
from spreading to stable 
areas, while the State of 
Palestine went on a tangent 
and raised the issue of the 
Israel-Palestinian conflict. 

Towards the latter half, the rep-

resentative from Oman, backed 

by the United States suggested a 

debate on the effect of military 

intervention in the Middle East, 

and whether it was for the gen-

eral good. While Oman, Malay-

sia and Jordan seemed to stand 

in its support, Iran and New 

Zealand vehemently opposed 

the idea of intervention, suggest-

ing instead that military training 

be considered as a viable alterna-

tive. While the suggestion saw 

little discourse or disagreement, 

it still remains to see whether it 

is a workable idea or just the 

lesser of two evils. 

With delegates from all corners 
having convened at the United 
Nations Security Council, the 
only consensus that seems to 
have been made in the commit-
tee is that military intervention 
cannot be a solution to the crisis 
in the Middle East. Opposed in 
fervent terms by delegates from 
the Russian Federation, Oman 
and Iran, the air warfare and 
strategic elimination of terrorist 
groups in the disturbed regions 
of Syria and Iraq by the govern-
ment of United States is defi-
nitely under the radar for being a 
little too extreme. While the 
delegate from the United States 
proposed a mild argument to the 
effect that the infamous air 
strikes have mostly been suc-
cessful as far as minimizing civil-
ian casualties was concerned, the 
council in general did not seem 
to have bought the argument. 
The consensus right about end-
ed there.  

Most of the general discussion 
was a jargon of abstract ideas, 
arguments and counter -
arguments, and while the pro-
posal for a change in definition 
of “sectarian violence” saw a 
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“Pakistan 

completely 

agrees with 

India.”  

-Delegate of 

Pakistan, 

ECOSOC 



A REVOLVING DEBATE ON INTERNATIONAL AID 

other hand put forwarded the 
idea of the Flight Capital as a 
framework for progress and 
recovery. 

Many other nations however 
believed that international aid 
must be completely restricted 
and emphasised on domestic 
aid. 

Mauritius meanwhile brought 
into light how NGOs curb a 
nation’s post –crisis recovery, 
which was backed by the repre-
sentative of the Care Interna-
tional. It was indeed an interest-
ing point as for instance the 
Agricultural Industry or farms in 
specific of the country get ef-
fected the most when NGOs 
provide free food. Another im-
pact of NGO help would be on 
the economy, as it recovers with 
less or no speed. 

Other nations like Canada and 
Nepal were in support of the 
notion that international aid is 
an essential part of the recovery 
of a conflict hit nation as it can-

not have essential resources in 
adequate quantity. In fact Cana-
da specifically stressed that the 
international aid must be given 
through NGOs. 

Countries like India and Austria 
took a midway stand and em-
phasized that both domestic as 
well as international aid is neces-
sary for the reconstruction of a 
crisis or war hit nation and must 
be given through the domestic 
agencies. It is always this meth-
odology that has helped the 
nations throughout the world. 
Instances from India or Japan 
would substantiate the same as 
during 1950s these countries 
needed aid they were mostly 
funded by USSR or US but were 
distributed through the Govern-
ment agencies to the people. 

Though Japan supported the 
fact that international aid is 
helpful, however taking its own 
example the country emphasized 
that it must only be used for 
reconstruction and development 

The purpose of the United Na-
tions (UN) is to ensure that 
world peace and harmony is 
maintained amongst its member 
nations. However there has al-
ways been several crisis hit soci-
eties despite the healthy pres-
ence of the United Nations.  

It is always important to provide 
immediate aid to the conflict 
rigged areas, for them to recover 
and then prosper. The current 
sitting of the United Nations 
Social and Economic Council 
seems to be in a dilemma as to 
the type of aid that is to be pro-
vided. What aid should be given 
to the conflict rigged societies? 
International, regional or do-
mestic?  

Starting Mercy Corps, a non-
profit organization, it believed 
that international aid must be 
provided to a crisis hit nations. 
Quite expected, US also believed 
in the same and expressed its 
full desire to support any con-
flict rigged country with aid 
whenever required. Brazil on the 
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mission was made. The delegate 
of India spoke briefly on the im-
portance of measuring the quality 
of human life in a nation through 
its Human Development Index, a 
point later emphasized by the 
delegate of Nepal, who asserted 
that conflict profiling in a nation 
must first be conducted before 
aid can effectively be distributed 
to it. The curious part, however, 
is the opening statement of the 

delegate of Pakistan, who said, 
“Pakistan completely agrees with 
India.” 

From here on, the debate more 
or less focused specifically on the 
economic difficulties faced by 
post-conflict nations.  

The nation that spearheaded this 
discussion was Brazil, the dele-
gate of which commented upon 
the effect of flight capital on post
-conflict societies, as well as the 
need for, “Efficient and effective 
funding.” The delegate later on 
spoke about a three-phase eco-
nomic plan that would satisfy a 
post-conflict society’s require-
ments throughout all phases of 
reconstruction. 

The delegate of USA was quick 
to attack Brazil’s statements by 
questioning what aid it specifical-
ly was willing to offer to post-
conflict societies. No doubt mak-

ing a subtle reference to her initial 
statement of supporting any na-
tion that required aid. However, 
as the discussion moved forward, 
the two delegates seemed to find 
common ground as they moved 
away from attacking each other, 
and towards attacking the issue at 
hand. 

In the latter half of the debate, 
the most serious issue of whether 
international aid or domestic aid 
is more important to a post-
conflict region immediately after 
the crisis was put to discussion.  

 

This discussion also grew to in-
clude the dangers of too much 
international aid. 

In the end, the delegate of Cana-
da stated that Non-Governmental 
Organizations are reluctant to 
invest in post-conflict nation for 
fear of recurring conflict wasting 
their investment. 

Delegate of Brazil: ECOSOC 

“...many 

countries 

took the 

stand that it 

must be 

through the 

domestic co-

operation 

and should be 

terminated 

when the na-

tion recovers 

from the cri-

sis.” 



PRESS CONFERENCE: ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL COUNCIL 

cuss upon it too much. 

 

(Follow up) IP: How do you pri-
oritize the various issues that 
must be considered in a post-
conflict zone, for example, in 
Afghanistan, which your country 
has recently vacated? 

USA: The question that was 
asked can have a very broad 
answer, until the delegate of 
Afghanistan comments, I will be 
unable to properly address the 
question. 

 

(Build Up) IP: Delegate of Af-
ghanistan, would you like to 
comment? That is, unless you 
believe that the current situation 
of your country is not relevant 
to the agenda? 

 

Afghanistan: The invasion of 
the USA completely crippled 
Afghanistan’s economy and 
increased risk. 

USA: The USA is one of the 
major economic benefactors of 
Afghanistan.  

 

-- 

 

IP: The delegate of Togo 
claimed that corruption is not a 
problem in her nation. Can your 
country give us instances that 
highlight the efficiency of your 
government? 

Togo: I have never seen any 
corruption in my country, the 
main problems it faces are illiter-
acy and smuggling. 

 

-- 

 

IP: The delegate of Iraq stated 
during the debate today that, 
“Iraq is completely helpless,” 
before appealing to the commit-
tee for aid. Is this an admission 
by the current government that 
it has failed its nation, and is 
looking for another nation to 
assume control? 

Iraq: No, Iraq will remain a 
sovereign nation, but, it is help-
less, and suffering from many 
internal conflicts, and will accept 
aid from other nations. 

USA: The USA already funds 
Iraq, does it not? 

Iraq: Yes, “Iraq thanks USA”, 
and the delegate is extremely 
sorry for her previous statement, 
“Iraq is completely helpless.”  

 

-- 

IP: The delegate of San Marino 
claimed the USA and Russia 
supply ammunition to post-
conflict societies, which essen-
tially implies that they are spon-
soring terrorism. Curiously, 
there was no response from 
these two delegates, is this tacit 
confirmation of that statement. 

USA: There was not enough 
time at the end of that moderat-
ed caucus to reply. The delegate 
of USA now asks the delegate of 
San Marino to give substantial 
proof for her statement. 

Russia: The delegate of Russia 
would like to ask the same ques-
tion. 

San Marino: We don’t need to 
substantiate our claim, as the 
entire world knows about the 
secretive weapons trade the 
USA indulges. 

As the deliberations continued in the 
United Nations Economic and Social 
Council, numerous questions aroused 
and the International Press decided to 
go up to the council looking for the 
answers. Here are excerpts from the 
Press Conference conducted in the 
council.  

 

International Press (IP) (To 
Togo): So far the committee has 
discussed the economic issues 
related to post-conflict societies, 
if and when will it discuss the 
social issues? 

Togo: The delegate of Togo 
raised a motion for a moderated 
caucus on this topic, but, it was 
not passed by the committee. 
The delegate will try to pass it 
tomorrow. 

 

(Follow Up) IP: Does the dele-
gate believe that there will be 
enough time to discuss the social 
aspects to the same extent as the 
economic aspects, as well as 
draft a resolution, tomorrow? 

Togo: Yes. 

 

IP (To USA): After a conflict, 
one of the biggest challenges 
faced by the country is the large 
number of refugees, shouldn’t 
this topic be discussed prior to 
discussions about economic 
issues? 

 

USA: The committee did con-
sider the issue of refugees, as 
well as the political, health, and 
economic issues involved. How-
ever, since the issue of refugees 
falls under the jurisdiction of 
another council, we did not dis-
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of the seeking nations. Japan also 
stated that the aid must also be 
stopped when the country recovers 
completely from the crisis. 

To conclude, though most of the 

countries were in support of 

providing required international 

aid, many countries took the stand 

that it must be through the domes-

tic cooperation and should be ter-

minated when the nation recovers 

from the crisis. 

“We don’t 
need to 
substanti-
ate our 
claim, as 
the entire 
world 
knows 
about the 
secretive 
weapons 
trade the 
USA indulg-
es.” 

“Iraq 
thanks 
USA.” 
- Delegate 
of Iraq 
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THE MASQUERADE BALL 
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