
It has been three days, delegates. Three 
days filled with anticipation, frustra-
tion, laughter, and anxiety. The third 
edition of  the IIT Guwahati Model 

United Nations spanned three days of  
what will now be nothing more than a 

memory. 

On the first day, when we began this 
endeavour, we boldly stated that we 

would build an experience for you that 
you would never forget. This edition 
of  the IITG MUN, we implemented 
many changes, attempted at many in-
novations, and conducted an MUN 

that all of  us could be proud of. 

We delegated about topics that actual 
diplomats are deliberating upon at this 

moment. We put ourselves into the 
shoes of  humans living halfway across 
the world, and we were addressed by a 
mind that has lived and breathed the 

concepts of  non-violence longer than 
we have actually lived and breathed. 

The skyscraper we started to build to-

gether has now taken a majestic  form, 

and though these three days of  build-

ing it will be rendered nothing more 

than a memory,  what a memory it will 

be! 
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Lord Byron, in his satirical 
poem, Don Juan, said “Truth is 
stranger than fiction”. Now the 
highly intellectual personas in 
the UN delegations may dismiss 
poets as hopeless romantics, but 
sometimes they just cannot 
escape it. The events of January 
30, 2015 are as strong a 
testimony to this as possible, 
capable of putting most post-
apocalyptic Hollywood dramas 
to shame.
In the afternoon hours of the 
fine Saturday, a situation 
presented itself to the council 
instantly taking multiple nations 
into its grip. A Boeing 737 
traveling from Beijing en route 
Oman lost contact immediately 
post-flight, and it was also 
suspected that the plane was 
being flown by undetermined 
personnels with the pilots’ fate 
unknown. This would have been 
another MH-470 case, except 
that the plane carried a total of 
20 diplomats, 14 of them being 
Chinese and the rest Iranian. 
Everyone’s worst fears became 
true with the next few updates, 
wherein the combined 
intelligence information of 
Jordan, UK, US and China 
confirmed the last tracked 
location of the flight to be the 
South China Sea which is 
diametrically opposite to the 
plane’s supposed route; and the 
ATC intercepted a radio 
message from the flight which 
confirmed the delegation size of 
Iran to be four, rest two being 
ISIS members. Confusion was 
mounting, but apparently the 
terrorists were in no mood to let 
the detective work begin. 
Immediately next, a threat 
message demanding 14 oil wells 
in Iraq and 10 bn USD from the 
US Govt was received, failing 
which they intended to make 
The White House the next 9/11 
style attack target.  
The mystery of ISIS members 
being on board seemed to be

Iranian delegates after 
havingflight land at a location of 
their choosing without being on 
board and without the ATC 
knowing about it, killing two 
persons is an unconfirmed 
theory, and all hypotheses 
explaining this raise serious 
questions regarding the 
capabilities of ISIS to carry out a 
major attack like this. While the 
ISIS has managed a major 
shocker with this display of 
power, whatever discontinuous 
information the delegates 
provided raises fingers, 
uncomfortable though they may 
be, towards Iran. 

The whole event exposed wide, 
gaping holes in international 
defense and intelligence 
mechanisms while establishing 
the ISIS as the most well-
connected terrorist organization 
till date. Alarmingly, while the 
council in its press release 
admitted to the latter 
simultaneously condemning 
ISIS’s actions in strong words, it 
vehemently denied admitting a 
total intelligence and defense 
failure. The delegates’ words 
were in stark contrast to reality, 
for anyone who followed the 
events carefully would point out 
that in spite of poor planning on 
ISIS’s part, whatever success 
they achieved was served to 

solving itself with the next 
update, which stated that the 
plane had an unexpected 
refueling in Afghanistan, giving 
rise to the hypotheses that 
armed ISIS members boarded 
the plane in Afghanistan, and 
subsequently took cover as 
Iranian diplomats during their 
Beijing halt. Dramatically 
enough, the update mentioned a 
decommissioned Air Base in 
Kandahar, falsifying the updates 
and simultaneously making void 
the hypotheses and the Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
statement deeming this to be 
“IC 814 version 2”. 
Just like all Hollywood movies, 
wherein the protagonist – a 
super-specialist ultra-talented 
veteran saves the day, the ISIS 
militants were subdued and 
laterkilled by a Chinese diplomat 
who was, you guessed it right, a 
Special Forces Veteran. The said 
diplomat,being trained as a pilot, 
maneuvered the plane back into
Chinese airspace and 
was subsequently 
brought back to Beijing 
by Chinese jets. A 
movie audience might 
return home after this, 
but unfortunately, this 
being truth and not 
fiction, this probably 
was just the tip of the 
iceberg.

them on a silver platter. The 
members were still unaware of 
most details of the event, either 
dodging the questions or giving 
loose hypotheses as answers. It 
is extremely unclear as to why 
this was necessary, since the 
plane had landed with all 
hostages safe and one would 
expect that they had made the 
details clear.

Although this seems a multi-
party failure, the Iranian role is 
at best suspicious. The very fact 
that the plane landed and 
subsequently took off from 
Beijing without disruption is 
dubious, since it is most unusual 
for a hijacked plane to do so at a 
major international airport. This 
becomes even more confusing 
when you take into account the 
unaccounted four hours most 
kindly pointed out by the Iranian 
delegation. Furthermore, ISIS 
members taking ‘cover’ as 

IS IRAN TO BLAME? 
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By: Taha Barwahwala 

The odd one out 



IP: How has your time at IIT 
Guwahati been? 

P: I could not have asked for 
a better committee, it is 
better than international 
standards. 

IP: Why this particular choice 
of committee? 

P: My background is in 
Political Science and 
International Relations, so, I 
feel like I can impart more of 
my knowledge and ex-
perience to the delegates. I

 

want to be able to know that 
what I taught

 

my committee 
would stick with my 
delegates, and help them in 
future MUNs, or anywhere 
else. 

IP: What was the most unex-

pected thing from the council, 

according to you? 

P: When the delegate of Iran 

stated the occurrence of the mid
 -air transfer of humans beings. 

IP: How was your experience 
with the committee’s first-
timers? Is there anything that 
you wish to say to them? 

P: This might be my last time as 
President of a committee in an 
MUN, and I could not have 
hoped for a better set of 
“Logical angry birds!”

IP: Any aspect you found miss-
ing from the committee? 

P: The usage of the United Na-
tions Charter was missing. 

ECOSOC: COMMITTEE UPDATE 

however a small difference of 
attitude in terms of the ap-
proached used. The bloc lead by 
United States of America and 
Panama believes to have drafted 
their approach a little women 
centric. The other bloc is led by 
Brazil and surprisingly has a 
similar list of agendas minus the 
women centric attitude.  

Drafts and solutions are always 

there on paper, it’s all about 

implementation now. A fruitful 

debate did take place, hopefully 

the body manages implement it 

in a similar way.   

The United Nations Economic 
and Social Council finally in a 
concrete move proceeded to-
wards drafting a resolution to 
effectively combat situation 
emerging in a post conflict area. 
The entire council on a whole 
has directed its attention to-
wards economic growth and 
providing aids to women, chil-
dren & indigenous population.    

The council as of now seems to 
be in a common consensus, with 

INTERVIEW: PRESIDENT—SECURITY COUNCIL 
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Board. We basically had to make 
them comfortable so that we can 
bring a fruitful debate out of them.  

VC: The economic and the social 
aspects haven’t been discussed as 
much as the political aspects. The 
Executive Board expects the com-
mittee to raise moderated caucuses 
and discuss the economic and so-
cial aspects as well, considering this 
is ECOSOC.  

IP: Is there any specific message 
that you would like to send to the 
first-timers?  
VC: I would say that if they are 

happy with the moderators of the 

debate that would be the best satis-

faction the Executive Board. For 

first timers, please grow some in-

terest in MUNing as it is one of 

best form of debate that we can 
have. It not only increases your 
speaking skills but also your manip-
ulative and writing skills.   

IP: If you had to pick one turn-
ing point from the entire four 
sessions, what would it be? 
P: When the delegate of UK 
began strategizing his speeches, 
and when the delegate of USA 
was grilled. 

INTERVIEW: VICE CHAIRPERSON-ECOSOC

IP: How does it feel to be 
here in Guwahati? Is there 
any spe-cific message you 
wish to send through the 
International Press?

IP: You have crossed the halfway 
mark in this MUN, did you have 
any target in mind that you wanted 
the committee to meet, and if so, 
has it? 

VC: This is the first time I 
am here and must I say it’s a 
beautiful campus, especially 
because it’s full of lakes and 
hills. Well on that first day, 
we did not indulge in any 
substantial debate and rather 
focused on rapport for-
mation with the delegates as 
well with the Executive 
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AN INTERACTIVE SESSION WITH PEACE ACTIVIST DR. MICHAEL 
NAGLER 

In an attempt to bring students closer 
to international politics and diploma-
cy, the third edition of IITG Model 
United Nations Conference organized 
an interaction program of its partici-
pants with Michael Nagler, who is a 
professor of Classics and Comparative 
Literature at the University of Berke-
ley.  

Nagler also happens to be the presi-
dent of the Metta Center for non-
violence and a preacher of the Gan-
dhian philosophy of Ahinsa. 

Prof. Nagler started his address in 
reference to an UN Referendum, 
which for the first time on 15th De-
cember 2014 recognized that fact that 
Unarmed Civilian Peacekeeping grew 
out of Gandhian Shanti Sena. The 
referendum has been signed by more 
than 100 countries.  

This according to Prof. Naglar is re-
markable achievement and he without 
fail commemorated his Albanian 
friends to promote the creation of 
movement entertaining the culture of 
respect and reconciliation.  

He also talked about protest sur-
rounding the Indo-Russian joint ven-
tured Kudanakulam Power Center and 
praised the non-violent approach 
adopted by the farmers and local peo-

ple. 

He also elaborated upon his find-
ings where studied 300 case studies 
and concluded that violence suc-
ceeded 20% of the times whereas 
very optimistically non-violent ap-
proach to protest succeeded 56% 
times.  

He also made sure he highlighted 
examples from India and talked 
about the success of his friend 
from Delhi Rajeev Vohra, who 
succeeded resolving issues sur-
rounding Kashmiri pandiats and 
Kashmiri Muslims. 

He also made sure that he talked 
about the North East, in reference 
to Irom Chanu Sharmila’s move-
ment against the Indian Military 
forces. He also hit out at the media 
alleging that it do not really know 
how to report violence, especially 
in the Bollywood and Hollywood 
movies.  

The address of Prof. Naglar was 
followed by a brief question answer 
session, where participants of the 
MUN questioned their doubts to 
this scholar. 

When asked if Civil Non-Violence 
has hindered development in some 

areas, Naglar explained that non-
violence has long term positive 
effects and by violence he believes 
he might get what you want for a 
short time, with no guarantee of 
long time solution. Non-violence 
on the other hand almost yields 
success in the longer time for sure.  

On further being questioned, if 
peace is an illusion, he answered 
that it’s not and elaborated that it 
might look difficult and it makes 
you work really hard.     

He believes that the danger of nu-
clear annihilation has pushed peo-
ple to act and move towards non-
violent ways.  

Talking specifically about terrorism 
and non-violence, he said that we 
have to understand why people 
turn out to be aggressive. Terror-
ism cannot be condoned or accept-
ed, but can be understood. Non 
Violence is always effective, you 
just need to know how to use it. 

He concluded by saying that hu-

mans are realizing the wrongs of 

war as war is becoming costlier. US 

soldiers are committing suicides as 

they are guilt-ridden and War can 

never serve the humanity.  




