
There are moments which 
give us immense pleasure, 
this is certainly one. The 
awaited moment is finally 
here! The fifth edition of 
IITG MUN, presented by 
Alchering Gamescape in 
collaboration with the Lit-
erary Society, has finally 
begun. I am sure that you 
are all as excited to be 
here, as we are to have you 
here amongst us. 

Over a course of two 
years, we here at IITG 
MUN have toiled day and 
night, through good times 
and bad, with one goal - to 
make this one of the best 
Model United Nation 
Conferences in North-East 
India. And today, we stand 
closer to realising this 
dream than ever before. 
We hope to, through this 
edition of IITG MUN, 
expose the participants to 
several ongoing global 
conflicts, and hopefully 
make them understand the 
world they live in. Besides 
that, the delegates will, 
through this MUN, under-
stand how certain global is-
sues can be tackled, and how 
global politics works. 

Set in IIT Guwahati during 

Alcheringa, our annual cul-
tural festival, one cannot 
think of a better time for an 
MUN. The socials and the 
nights at Alcheringa will 
help you unwind after a long 
day of heated debating. The 
serene and beautiful campus 
- with mesmerising views no 
matter which way you look - 
will surely make you feel at 
peace. 

But all the planning can only 

take an MUN so far; the real 

success of an MUN lies in 

the quality of the debate. We 

hope that the delegates have 

done adequate research, and 

will indulge in passionate 

debating, fearlessly express-

ing their views and most 

importantly, will have fun. 

Have an amazing MUN ex-

perience. Cheers! 
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The 29th of this month is  
going to see a surge of       
diplomacy as delegates from 
all around the world meet in 
the United Nations General     
Assembly session that        
convenes for three days of 
heated debates, discussions 
and deliberations. The floor 
this time will belong to the 
issue - “Reform of the 
UNSC” - a much procrasti-
nated issue, but one of     
immense importance and 
scope. 

66 long years have gone by 
since a resolution addressing 
this pressing issue has been 
passed. The 1950 resolution - 
Uniting for Peace - did try its 
level best to set the 
'dominating' countries right, 
by limiting their powers. But   
evidently, it did not stop 
them from preventing the 
discussion of important    
issues outright.  

The issue needs to be       
addressed on various fronts. 

 

The G4 nations and the UfC 
nations, on the other hand, 
believe that change is         
inevitable, although their    
ideologies differ immensely. 
A plethora of proposals put   
forward till date by different 
groups can possibly be a 
source of inspiration for     
arguments and debates. 

The fact that the reform can 
only take place after the     
ratification of the proposal by 
two-thirds of the UNGA - 
including the P5 nations -  
presents most of the problem 
that lies in the pathway to  
reform the Council.  

 

The path to Heaven runs 
through miles of clouded 
Hell, and hope is not some-
thing we can afford to lose. 
For the sake of the World, as 
the delegates put their stances 
forward, this paralyzing issue 
will take a step towards a sat-
isfying closure - that is proba-
bly all that we can hope and 
wish for.  

A ‘PRESS’ING ISSUE. 

This comes as no surprise 
given that the next session of 
the United Nations Human 
Rights Committee is set to be 
hosted by IIT Guwahati and 
will be held between the 29th 
and the 31st of January 2016. 
Following a plethora of    

recent incidents involving 
violence on journalists, this 
session of the UNHRC will 
focus on the curtailment of 
the freedom of the press and 
speech. 

 

For the past few days, several 
delegates representing na-
tions and Non-Governmental 
Organisations from all over 
the world - and the world’s 
most premier press agencies - 
have been setting up tent 
n e a r  I I T  G u w a h a t i .          

ALTERING THE CONSTANT. 
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    DEATH RACE. 

The city of Guwahati lies in antici-
pation as the date of 29th February 
approaches, eagerly waiting for piv-
otal dialogue and debate between 
nations that will shape and reform 
societies as it hosts the premier 
committee of the UNGA, the Dis-
armament and International Securi-
ty Committee. 
  
Until recent times, the issue of ille-
gal arms trade was one that had 
been left unnoticed by the public 
and the authorities alike. The issue 
has festered and proliferated since 
the days of the Cold War, insidious-
ly exacerbating extant wars and fa-
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Freedom of Speech has been a huge 
issue throughout history; the Row-
latt Act would be a burning exam-
ple. Wherever a community’s right 
to free speech and expression has 
been repressed, the communities 
have inevitably risen up against 
those in power for these rights. A 
prime example of this would be the 
recent uprising in Egypt, better 
known as the Egyptian revolution 
of 2011. This conference will seek 
to answer some important ques-
tions regarding the curtailment of 
freedom of press and speech in-
cluding, but not limited to, the fol-
lowing :- 

 Should government papers be 
made accessible to the public? 

 Can an individual’s freedom of 
speech be compromised to pro-
tect national security?  

Social activists and NGO’s such as Reporters 
Sans Frontiers and Article 19 will, no doubt, 
hope for resolutions that will improve the 
situation in several severely repressed coun-
tries and for delegates to discuss the prevalent 
problems in ensuring freedom of expression, 
a basic human right, to everyone irrespective 
of race, caste, creed and religion. 

cilitating new ones. The dire need to regulate 
arms conveys the potential of the agenda at hand, 
“The International Accountability for Arms 
Trade”, to resolve these conflicts. 
Transparency in the process of transportation, 
cooperation between nations and participation 
make the foundation of proper and responsible 
trade of arms. As delegates of the world’s many 
nations prepare themselves for the imminent 
conference, we wish them the best of luck and 
hope that through careful deliberation the com-
mittee arrives at a meaningful resolution that ad-
dresses these challenges. 

“Following a plethora 
of    recent incidents 
involving violence on 
journalists, this session 
of the UNHRC will 
focus on the curtail-
ment of the freedom of 
the press and speech.” 
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CREDITS 

 Just a thought before we leave you to the ceaseless pondering; should we, not 
 just the delegates, be  prepped for the conference? In that  vein, here is 
 some interesting information about the committee and  arms trade: 
  DISEC was formed in 1945 as the First Committee of  the UNGA to address 

 the use of  Weapons of  Mass  Destruction. 
  The very first General Assembly resolution, entitled “Establishment of  a 

 Commission to Deal with the  Problems Raised by the Discovery of  
 Atomic Energy”,  was adopted on recommendation by the First  C o m
 mittee on 24 January 1946, in London. 

  It is the only Main Committee of  the General Assembly entitled to verbatim 
 records coverage. 

  Live coverage of  the formal meetings is available in the six UN official lan
 guages plus the original lan- guage of   the speaker.  
 In 2014, 79 member states ratified a landmark document labelled the Arms 

Trade Treaty in an effort to combat the illegal and irresponsible trade of  
arms. 


