
Maybe the sun rose from the west 
today. Or maybe, it was just the 
enthusiasm of the two blocs; namely, 
‘The Floating Model’ bloc and ‘The 
Semi-Permanent Members Model’ 
bloc, in the committee of United 
Nations General Assembly (UNGA), 
which was clearly evident by the end 
of Day two. The chairs of the UN-
GA, along with the diligent dele-
gates, were the catalyst behind the 
aura of the whole committee. There 
was a huge round of applause for the 
constructive arguments and maxi-
mum participation of both the blocs. 
Difficult to catch up with? Here, let 
us use mathematics for a change to 
explain the scenario related to global 
politics: 

Let a and b represent the semi-
permanent members and the floating 

members bloc, respectively.  

According to the situation,  

a = Substantial idea  

b = Subtantial idea + modifications 

Thus, a + b = the solution.  

 

As simple as the equation may 

seem, the solution to it is the same. 

Democracy in the United Nations 

Security Council (UNSC) looked 

like a distant dream from any one of 

the blocs’ stance. The true essence 

of democracy can only be achieved 

through considering all the shapes 

the resolutions can be moulded 

into. In simple words, inaccuracities 

in both the blocs’ resolutions can 

turn up at any point of time. But 
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TWO FACES, ONE COIN 
This writer is determined to look at both blocs that ran parallel to each other for quite a long time from neutral 
lenses. For once and for all, Ruchieka Dutt Sohtun scribbles away from the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA). 
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looking at the bigger picture here, 

collaboration of both the blocs 

could help the council see some 

substantial points that could be 

put on the table. Democracy 

would already start ‘floating’ 

‘permanently’ in the council and 

that is something which would 

bind the UNSC. 

Now that the International Press is 

pondering over the verdict at the 

end of the day, maybe the sun did 

not rise from the west, after all. 

The sun “appears” to rise and set 

because the earth rotates on its 

axis. It is all about a metaphor, you 

see.  



To the delegate of Democratic Peo-
ple's Republic of Korea: 

The delegate called the P5 most 
eligible countries to occupy the 
permanent seats. Given the coun-
tries' strained relations with the 
USA and France, how and why do 
you still find the P5 most eligible? 
How do we still find you backing up 
the P5? 

The delegates feel that the P5 are pow-
erful countries. That is why they are the 
most eligible. 

Apparently, the delegate of North Korea 
lacked proper research. N. Korea, collaborat-
ing with its enemies, one of whom it threatened 
with a nuclear strike. We are baffled. 

To the Delegate of United King-
dom: 

UK has sparsely used its veto power, 
although there have been instances 
when the country has threatened to 
use the power to overrule any dis-
cussion that has concerned its own 
interests. Is this not the misuse of 
power in hand? 

The delegate of UK maintained a 'No Com-
ment' stance on this issue. No wonder the 
country does not want to give its permanent 
seat away. 

Inquisitive as ever, the second ques-
tion targeted the United States of 
America (USA). When asked how 
would the delegate defend his 
stance when his nation used 40 out 
of 79 Vetoes to apparently ‘protect’ 
the political interests of Israel, the 
delegate of USA had the following 
to say: Firstly, Yes. In order to pro-
tect the interests of Israel, someone 
had to rise through. We, as a coun-
try, do not target another country 
for selfish motives. Moving ahead of 

past, the delegate can assure the Inter-
national Press that USA is a peace 
loving nation and we strive to work 
towards it. We are not super-heroes. 
*The International Press raises their 
eyebrows* 

*A representative from both the blocs of G4 and 
UfC were asked to rise, to which Germany and 
Canada rose to represent the blocs, respectively. * 

A statement was made, confirming the 
alliance between G4 and UfC, by a 
representative of one of the either 
blocs. How are the countries, India 
and Pakistan, from both of your blocs 
in a state of consensus? Especially 
when the scheduled bilateral talks by 
the NSA on the 22nd of August 2015 
were called off, ending on a bitter note 
with the foreign ministers of both 
countries calling the other country's 
ministry of foreign affairs as hypo-
crites. 

Germany: Although the countries may be 
under slight political duress, and might 
hold different and contrasting opinions 
on several matters, but on the issue that 
we have at hand now, the two countries 
have agreed that the unison between G4 
and UfC is imperative to create reforms, 
t h a t  a r e  s u s t a i n a b l e . 
Canada: Yes, the fact is that the G4 and 
UfC are uniting under an ideology and 
not a binding morale that stands in infer-
ence with their other political (or other-
wise) affairs. With India drifting apart 
from the other members of G4 towards 
to the USA, and backing down from its 
previous demands of a permanent seat. 
Hence, Pakistan's primary objections were 
cleared. 

To the Delegate of Denmark, in one of 
your preceding speeches, you stated, 
and I quote, "Small states should be 
given the opportunity to represent in 

the UNSC [United Nations Security Coun-
cil]", what do you mean by the term "Small 
states", which the delegate has also termed as 
"under-developed" in previous mediums of 
information exchange, Sir? 

Denmark: *slight awkward silence* Umm, like, 
so... small countries with small size, or small mon-
ey they give… *slight awkward silence succeeding 
the barely audible response* 

Could the Delegate if Denmark kindly enlist 
some countries who they deem to be a "small 
state", defined by their "size", or etc.? 

Denmark: Umm. (whispers to himself) what was 
it? Leone? "Ki Leone asil"? (looking towards the 
Delegate of Bangladesh) Sierra Leonne, yeah. 

So, Delegate of Denmark, are you saying that 
the country of Sierra Leonne is a "small 
state", and also an "under-developed" nation? 

Umm…Yeah, yes.  

THE DE(EPLY)PRESSING CONFERENCE 
Reporters of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), Paridhi Kothari, Ruchieka Dutt Sohtun and Victoria Nosaindzi, tempted by 
the inconsistencies in the stances made by different countries, conduct a Press Conference in the council.  
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(To the Russian Federation) In the first 
session of the committee, you men-
tioned a lot of initiatives that your coun-
try has taken to curb illegal arms trade. 
Well, after the outbreak of the Syrian 
Civil war, Russia said it would cease 
further trade with Syria after the existing 
contracts were exhausted, yet you con-
tinued trade well into 2013. How do you 
justify your steps to curb illicit trade in 
such a case? 

The Delegate of Russian Federation - 
First of all, Russia supplying arms to Syria is 
perfectly legal, since we have been open 
about supplying Bashar al-Assad in Syria 
because of the presence of ISIS over there. 
We do not want to make a new western 
government over there like in the case of 
Iraq and also ISIS could easily enter Russia 
if it entered Syria. So what we are saying is 
that let us support the Syrian government 
and let the country regain stability. 

(Follow up) What I would like to clarify 
upon is the transparency in the process. 
Trade with Syria never ceased after the 
existing contracts were exhausted. How 
does this imply responsible trade? 

The Delegate of Russian Federation - 
We believe that the process has been com-
pletely transparent and we will continue to 
supply Bashar al-Assad to fight against the 
ISIS. 

(To the United Kingdom) Most coun-
tries believe that the Arms Trade Treaty 
(ATT) is flawed. One of the flaws being 
the failure to ban sales of weapons to 
group that commits acts of aggression 
or rebel groups. But the United King-
dom felt it was a good and strong treaty 
and said it was a deferral of success 
when Iran, Syria and North Korea 
blocked the ATT. Justify your state-
ment. 

The Delegate of United Kingdom - Of 
course, all conventions are flawed in some 
way because everyone has diverse needs. 
United Kingdom supported the ATT be-
cause we felt this could curb the problem of 
arms trafficking in our country. 

(To Mexico) During the 1970s along 
with cooperation from the Colombian 
authorities as well as the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration (DEA) and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) a 
lot of the drugs and arms cartels were 
demolished. Yet the 2000s has seen a 
heavy rise in cartel activity across the 

BITTER ‘MUN’CHIES 
Richa Kakati and Krishna Praveen Y, reporters of the United Nations General Assembly – Disarmament and International Security Committee 
(UNGA-DISEC), conduct a press conference asking for justification of their questionable actions.  

border. What are the measures that 
you have taken to curb these car-
tels? 

The Delegate of Mexico - We have 
just undertaken a very important initia-
tive along with the USA known as the 
Marina Initiative which is mostly fo-
cused on removing the criminal syndi-
cates, the drug cartels as these are the 
main reasons for arms trade in the 
country and the government of Mexico 
is also taking measures to prevent mis-
sile arms trade in the country. 

(To the United Kingdom) For the 
Saudi-led coalition in Yemen, Unit-
ed Kingdom has sold one billion 
weapons to Saudi Arabia in the last 
three months. Clearly breaking laws 
and violating the rights of the peo-
ple of Yemen. But the delegate of 
United Kingdom was seen discuss-
ing the importance of human rights 
and women empowerment. Should 
this be understood as hypocrisy by 
the country? 

The Delegate of United Kingdom - 
All your sources are untrue and your 
facts are incorrect. The United King-
dom would never indulge themselves 
in such activities that require the coun-
try to stoop this low. 

However, the International Press sourced its 
information from the reports of a fellow council
-member’s account – the organization of 
Control Arms and strongly emphasizes the 
legitimacy of the accused report and condemns 
the misinformation of the UK delegation. 

(To Japan) - Japan was one of the 
lead actors in the UN Program of 
Action to Eradicate Trade in Illicit 
Small Arms despite itself having a 
small arms export industry worth 65 
million US dollars with exports to 
USA, Denmark, Germany, Malaysia 
and Thailand. How do justify you 
these two contrasting facts? 

The Delegate of Japan - The best 
explanation to this would be that the 
countries that we export to do not 
really engage in such criminal activities 
as the presence of organisations like 
ISIS are not really prevalent in those 
states and we believe these weapons 
are being used for the benefit of these 
countries that is to protect them. 

(Follow up) How do justify exports 
to Malaysia and Thailand, countries 

that have huge illegal small arms 
markets? 

The Delegate of Japan -We export 
with the prospect that let those coun-
tries protect themselves. 

(To South Africa) Your country has 
exported military hardware worth 
224.6 million to the four countries - 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar and 
Jordan - that are involved in the 
coalition in Yemen. But South Afri-
ca being a signatory of the Arms 
Trade Treaty is restricted from sell-
ing weapons to countries that vio-
late human rights. Explain your 
actions. 

The Delegate of South Africa – The 
weapons were exported with no inten-
tions of bad deed. We sold them to 
Saudi Arabia because they have been 
one of our biggest buyers and we were 
not aware of the reasons why they 
bought the weapons. So you cannot 
hold South Africa accountable for what 
Saudi Arabia is doing. 

(Follow up) In the committee, you 
said South Africa does not sell or 
trade weapons at all but you are 
exporting military hardware to Sau-
di Arabia. How would you explain 
this? 

The Delegate of South Africa – The 

delegate believes arms are used for 

safety and not for the unnecessary 

killing of people. We would have never 

sold weapons to Saudi Arabia had our 

country known what they were going 

to use it for. 



A ‘PRESS’URING TALK 
As the deliberations continued in the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), numerous questions arose and the reporters, Vishak 

Regu and Himashree Das, members of the International Press, decided to go up to the council looking for answers. Here are excerpts from the 

Press Conference in the council.  

be strengthened. But, as things stand, China’s Central 
Propaganda Department already does a lot of censor-
ing. For instance, as the anniversary of Tiananmen 
Square protests approach, all traces of information 
about this are blocked on the internet, and censored 
from the media. How much stronger will your regula-
tory body be made, and what steps will be taken? 

The delegate of the People’s Republic of China only wants 
to strengthen the regulatory body because of the rumours 
that there might be a repeat of the Black Monday, while 
this is completely not true. We want to strengthen the com-
mittee so that something like this does not happen again. 
The delegate believes that there is a good enough amount 
of censorship in the media already.  

How are you planning on strengthening the commit-
tee? What steps are going to be taken? 

The committee will be strengthened by taking certain steps 
that the delegate of China does not wish to reveal to this 
committee. 

To the Delegate of Mexico 

On the 29th of January 2016, two journalists were 
gunned down in the Oaxaca state of Mexico. Any 
comments on the matter? And what steps have been 
taken to protect journalists from such attacks? 

The delegate would like to look into the sources for this 

information before commenting further on this matter (We 

could not help but wonder if the delegates were confused or there was 

an acute lack of research). 

To the delegate of Saudi Arabia: 

Saudi Arabia has not reported anything regarding the 
prosecution of the Shia Muslim, where Saudi Arabia was 
supposed to arrest and give evidence about the event. 
What is the delegate’s say on it? 

There is no perfect evidence regarding the prosecution, until 
which the delegates can only assure that as soon as new high-
lights are found about the case, legitimate steps will be taken. 

Saudi Arabia is all about religion speaks nothing of how 
media enables to highlight the restriction on women. 
The delegate is requested to give his opinion about this 
allegation. 

Saudi Arabia has always worked for the empowerment of 
women, even if they have a few religious restrictions because 
they work according the holy book of Islam. 

So the delegate wishes to establish that the country has 
worked for the empowerment of women?  

Yes, indeed, as recently women were even incorporated in 
armed forces and such.  

To the delegates of the United States of America and the 
United Kingdom: 

The delegates of USA and the UK were seen debating 
against each other and charging at each other initially, 
which is against the foreign policy. What do the dele-
gates have to say regarding that? 

United States of America: The delegate was just trying to 
clear differences on the topic then discussed, it was nothing 
exploiting the foreign policy as they have always worked to-
gether for peace and prosperity. 

United Kingdom: *nods* 

To the Delegate of the United States of America: 

The delegate, on multiple occasions, stated that they 
would like to make the media more transparent, and that 
media houses should be more transparent and public 
about how they filter their information. Does this mean 
that it is no longer possible to remain an anonymous 
source? 

The delegate of the United States of America only stated that 
the filtering of news in the media should be made more trans-
parent, that is, certain keywords should be screened and scru-
tinized, not that the sources should be exposed. 

To the delegate of the People’s Republic of China: 

The delegate has mentioned in the working paper that as 
a response to the rumours that there might be a repeat of 
the Black Monday, the self-regulatory body of China will 
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UNNECESSARY NECESSITIES 
Krishna Praveen Yalamarthy, reporter of the United Nations General Assembly – Disarmament and International Security Council (UNGA-
DISEC), expounds on the reasons the Arms Trade Treaty stands strong as it exists.  

The Arms Trade Treaty (2014) posed a landmark moment towards the proper regulation of the trade of arms and filled in the void for a unified 
consensus by the UN concerning illicit activities and the irresponsible exchange of ammunition. While this treaty has been a major success, its 
efficient implementation has been nullified by the abstaining of certain member-nations that feel this treaty has loopholes and is flawed. 

Major actors that are of the opinion that the ATT has to be rectified, such as Iran, Russia and China, have concerns regarding the scope of the 
treaty and the extent to which it gives the independent member-states the freedom to legislate its own laws and decide what lies within the 
fringes of what an individual’s rights can be and that the issues with these claims are multi-faceted. Primary proponents of the treaty raise the 
fact that, while the scope of the treaty does not have authority over nuclear weapons and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV), these areas of 
weapons systems are addressed by other treaties and programs that efficiently and thoroughly tackle the problem of the misuse of them. Legis-
lating laws and defining the social structure is a sovereign and democratic right of a country. Framing a treaty that threatens these basic privileg-
es of a citizen is not in accordance with the basic charter and mandate of the United Nations. 

The flaws and loopholes that have been raised by the opposing nations fall into a humanitarian grey area. The ATT is a complete document that 
addresses the issue of illegal trade profoundly.  

TREATING THIS TREATY 
Richa Kakati, reporter of the United Nations General Assembly – Disarmament and International Security Council (UNGA-

DISEC), highlights the downsides of the United Nations Arms Trade Treaty.  

But as it clearly fails from banning the 
weapon sales to rebel groups or peo-
ple who commit acts of aggression, 
why would the United Kingdom ever 
be in its favour then? Well, because 
their government does not believe it 
can affect their arms exports at all. 
The ATT is no different than the ex-
isting arms export licensing criteria of 
United Kingdom. 

“The treaty would not impact the 
right to bear arms,” says an attorney 
group of the American Bar                                                                                                    
Association. A number of people 
believe that the treaty cannot live up 
to the claims they have made. 

The United Nations Arms Trade 
Treaty (ATT) is not the answer to the 
problem of weapon trafficking. It 
fails to curb the main reason behind 
terrorism, that is, it cannot prevent 
weapons from landing in the wrong 
hands. And that being the backbone 
of terrorism, the ATT fails to fix that. 
So if some of the nations of our plan-
et decide to not ratify it because of its 
inefficiency, I’d say they are doing the 
right thing. 

When the settlement in the United 
Nations, the government of United 
Kingdom were at the frontline of 
arrangements and argued that the 
world needed an arms trade treaty. 

The National Rifle Association 
openly opposes the treaty and 
vows to fight for its prevention 
from ratification. They also believe 
it would undermine domestic own-
ership of guns. 

Now the question is, can the issue 

be treated? Yes, it can. But not by 

this treaty since we know that the 

countries that have supported this 

convention are only doing it for 

their country’s betterment. That is 

why, it is important to formulate 

strict laws to end this problem not 

just in paper but this time, for real. 



JOURNALISTIC SAFETY 
Vishak Regu, reporter of the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), elaborates on the debate going on in the session 

between the liberal and the restrictive blocks.  

After two days of intense debate, the committee stands, in the view of the International Press, separated into two blocs. One of these blocs 

is headed by the United States of America (USA) along with the United Kingdom (UK). The other bloc headed by the People’s Republic of 

China (PRC) and the Russian Federation are rooting for the setting up of a self-regulatory body for the media, following yesterday’s devel-

opments, which involved a list of 47 pornographic being released by the media in the USA on several platforms such as television channels, 

newspapers and the internet. The bloc argued that censorship is very important stating examples of several suicides due to hate speeches 

being aired without regulation. The other bloc however failed to defend their stance on this statement. The bloc headed by Russia also 

wanted to work upon improving the safety for journalists. This was presumably a result of the abduction of two journalists in Syria, which 

highlighted the absence of security provisions in place for the safety of journalists. Also, the delegate of the United States of America denied 

to offer to merge the draft resolution of the two blocs stating that there were clauses in the draft resolution of China that violated their 

foreign policies, and hence in a way turned a blind eye towards the safety of journalists. 
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HOW TO STAND ON THE RIGHT SIDE 
The unparalleled debates among the various member-nations in United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) caught the eye of the Interna-
tional Press to formulate a critically scrutinized report on the committee; Himashree Das portrays.  

The committee went around the agenda without actually striking the core topic, ‘Curtailing the rights of media and speech’ as the delegates 
lacked pertinence, evident by the committee’s ignorance of 2014 apprehension of journalists in China. The delegate of the Russian Federa-
tion had taken it upon himself to entertain the committee by getting reprimanded by the Chair, time and again. 

 

Basically what caught the eye of the International Press was that the committee was going in directions, which led to discussions which 
seemed vague. However, the lunch seemed to have a positive effect on UNHRC as the post-lunch session saw majority of the delegates 
participating in the discussion with enthusiasm. Tables were turned when the delegate of France was asked how the delegate plans the com-
position of independent body of the documentation. The session followed into an unmoderated caucus to deliberate upon the agenda infor-
mally.  

 

When the session started after the unmoderated caucus, the delegate of China questioned the delegate of Burkina Faso on whether the dele-
gate is in favor of the neutrality of speech and media to which the delegate responded that both the blocs differ on the concept of more 
liberal or more conservative attitude towards freedom of speech as well as press. This was unlike countries like Russia and China which 
keep a regulation on everything including the governance of media, which is against humanitarian laws. Basically, what can be concluded is 
that in the committee of United Nations Human Rights Council, the humanitarian laws were supposed to be kept in mind because freedom 
to everything including speech is a basic right of every human with liberty of expressing one’s opinion.  
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JHADIYON 
The reporter of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), Victoria Nosaindzi, analyzes both the models presented in the committee, and 
deems one as a greatly needed solution, and one as jhadiyon.  

The United Nations General Assembly is now broken into two major halves, the sensible ones joining the Semi-Permanent Members (SPM) 
Model, under the aegis of the nations - Canada, China, Germany along with Norway and Italy. The model pioneered the idea of awarding semi-
permanent membership to a set number of countries, elected by the General Assembly, and ensuring equal regional representation in the form 
of 6 Semi-Permanent seats, dispersed as 1 for countries from the Asian Continent, 1 for the Latin American Nations, 1 for countries from the 
European Continent, 2 for countries from the African Continent, 1 for small countries ("Group of Nations, as decided by the UNGA, who 
have had a limited representation in the United Nation Security Council" - Canada). The need for the SPM Model is at large, especially so, when 
the delegates have finally gained a long-lacking momentum. 

The delegates of the other bloc, the 'Floating Members' (FM) Model, have repeatedly stated that their Model adds an air of equality, by ensuring 
that their non-rotating, semi-permanent members have a crevice in which they can override the decision of the Permanent 5 (P5) Nations, when 
the probability of this occurring is still, in its current form, possible, and this possibility is an instance that does occur and has occurred, on 
several occasions, and the FM Model is only a façade that creates a bubble of comfort for the countries, and is essentially the delegates for the 
FM Model beating around the bush. The Press Member speculates that in order to reach a more viable prospect, the need to adopt a 'semi-
permanent' model over a 'floating' one is definitely advised to progress and actually rise to the agenda, and reform the UNSC. 

To quote Komolika from Kasauti Zindagi Ki, "Agar kuch karna hi hain, toh karo na, Prerna. Jhadiyon ke paas mat jao", essentially translating 

to, "Do not beat around the bush", which is exactly what the committee needs to dispose the FM model off and go ahead with the SPM model.  

(NB: The press member realizes that a simple "do not beat around the bush” would have sufficed, but everything is cooler with a saans-bahu 

serial reference). 

MANGOING AWAY! 
Paridhi Kothari, reporter of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), fascinated by the draft presented jointly by the USA, the UK, India 

and Spain, voices her views supporting their Draft Resolution- MANGO.  

permanent- open for re-election - seats, 
which would be occupied by the countries 
elected on a regional basis, by the UNGA. 
The rest of the seats, the so-called 
'Floating seats' would be open to any 
country that feels, is related to the agenda 
of the council. this provides for the coun-
tries to decide their own fate. The putting 
of a cap on the number of these 'floating 
seats' prevents the council from expanding 
beyond 25, empowering it to take quick 
and effective decisions on the matters at 
hand. The provision of the second round 
veto remains unique to this model. After 
approval from the P5, if the two-thirds 
majority in the semi-permanent segment is 
not met, then the resolution would be 
directed again for reconsideration and 

True to democratic spirits, the delegate of 
the USA explicitly declared - 'Every coun-
try is a major country, for every country is 
equally important when matters of inter-
national importance are concerned. The 
'Floating Bloc' got high on creativity, as 
they went about suggesting thought-
provoking reforms. The increase in the 
membership to a maximum of 25 mem-
ber-nations counts as a step towards bet-
ter representation of the entire world in 
the council. The present P5 would retain 
their veto power. Seemingly undemocrat-
ic, this move can prove to be judicious, 
for veto keeps the P5 from fighting 
amongst themselves or else these nuclear 
giants would not think twice before strik-
ing each other.  

The model provides for five semi-

recommendations, thus effectively, 
bypassing the positive vote of the P5 
nations. 

The present scenario makes even the 

consideration of these events happen-

ing an impossibility. While the oppos-

ing bloc was rigid in its propositions, 

the scope for improvisation that this 

proposal provides attracts a never-

before seen support and can prove to 

be a breakthrough.  



I I T  G U W A H A T I  M O D E L  U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 1 6  

Reporters -  
 UNGA: Victoria Nosaindzi Daulagupu 

     Ruchieka Dutt Sohtun 
       Paridhi Kothari 

DISEC: Krishna Praveen 
     Richa Kakati 

UNHRC: Vishak Regu 
         Himashree Das 

Photographers - 
Divyanshu Das 
Rajdeep Kataki 
Manash Baishya 

 
USG-International Press - 

Aayushi Khandelwal 
 

Editor-in-Chief -  

Cipun Mishra 

CREDITS 

 


