
KEY CHALLENGES FOR INDIA WITH REGARD TO CHILDREN(0-18 YEARS) 

OUTLINED IN THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS WITH REFERENCE-

HEALTH,EDUCATION AND PROTECTION OF CHILDREN ALONG WITH 

DISCUSSION OF INITIATIVES/DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS CURRENTLY BEING 

IMPLEMENTED IN INDIA BY GOVERNMENT IN COLLABORATION WITH UNICEF 

TO ADDRESS THE ISSUES HIGHLIGHTED IN SDG’s…… 
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

‘Child is the father of the man’- William Wordsworth 

Children are our first priority not because they are the most vulnerable but because the foundation for 

lifelong learning and human development are laid in the most crucial years of early childhood. 

Indian constitution has implemented several goals for the welfare of children. Article15(3)-empowers 

the state to make any special provision in favor of children. Article24 prohibits employment of children 

below 14 years of age in any factory or mine or other hazardous occupations. Article 39(4) (e) and (f) lay 

down that the tender age of children is not abused and children are given opportunities and facilities to 

develop in a healthy manner. Article 45-provides for free and compulsory education of all children up to 

the age of 14 years. 

The government has adopted various policies and different schemes to uplift the status of children 

engaged in juvenile. The wellbeing of children has been a priority and also an integral part of the 

country’s development planning, launched in1951. A national policy for children was adopted in 1974 

and a programme called Integrated Child Development Service (ICDS) was launched in 175 with an 

integrated approach to extend a package of six basic service i.e. health checkup, immunization, referral 

services, supplementary feeding ,pre-school education and health and nutrition education for children 

up to 6 years and expectant and nursing mothers. The National Policy on Education (1986) emphasized 

universal enrolment and retention of children especially the girl children. The child labour prohibition 

and regulation act (1986) were followed by the adoption of a national policy on child labour(1987). India 

is a signatory to the world declaration on the survival, protection and development of children. 

The United Nations International Children Emergency Fund was created in December 1946 to provide 

massive emergency relief to the destitute young victims of world war-2. The United Nations general 

assembly adopted the convention on the rights of the child on 20 November 1989. It draws attention to 

the four sides of civil, political, social and cultural rights of every child. 

CHILDREN AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS  



On 1 January2016-the 17 Sustainable development goals of the 2030 agenda for sustainable 

development-adopted by world leaders in September 2015at an historic UN summit-officially came into 

force.  

The SDGs place focus on children in several important ways. Not only is the entire agenda important for 

children, given the impact all the goals will collectively have on today’s children and tomorrow’s adults, 

but there are specific commitments for children. These include ending preventable deaths, ending 

hunger and ensuring children’s access to the nutrition that will help them thrive; promoting learning and 

educational outcomes for all children and ensuring children live without fear of violence. SDG’s include 

four sets of challenges for India namely- (1) completing unfinished Millennium Development Goals 

(MDG) agenda (2) strengthening critical development drivers and reduction of inequality within and 

between countries (3) strengthening the sustainability dimension to address new and emerging and 

challenges (4) accessing the means of implementation including transfer of advanced sustainable 

technologies. 

CONCLUSION                                                                                                                                                            
India has achieved success on maternal health and on priority diseases but is off-tract on child health 

although recent trends show acceleration towards achieving this goal. Freedom from deprivations will 

require achieving the Millennium Development Goals and more. Sixty-eight years after it gained 

independence, India is still engaged in a struggle for freedom from many deprivations poverty, hunger, 

illiteracy, ill-health, disease and many others which the MDGs sought to overcome but remain 

unfulfilled. So to end all forms of poverty SDGs build on the success of the Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs) aim to go further.  And yes, introduction of technologies can make the programs more 

effective.  

 

  We will be remembered only if we give to our younger generation a prosperous and safe India, 

resulting out of economic prosperity coupled with civilization heritage – Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 
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