
We are born with our rights. Our rights are neither given to us as a gift, nor can they 

be taken away. Our rights may not be protected by our guardians, but this does not 

make them disposable or any less exercisable. There are no rights that are small or 

big, all rights are equal and essential. Children have these rights as much as we do; 

this is what the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) helps us understand. 

The CRC globally recognizes and protects the rights of children up to 18 years of 

age.  It establishes in international law that all children are entitled to necessities like 

protection, health, food and grow up in an environment of love and understanding 

so that they realize their fullest potential. With 25 years of CRC in 2015, UNICEF 

lays down its Post-2015 development agenda, which constitutes a fresh set of targets 

called the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Food security, ending 

malnutrition, providing for adolescent girls, and pregnant and lactating women, 

reducing maternal mortality, ending preventable diseases of the new born by 2030, 

stopping gender disparity and making sure that all children receive free primary and 

secondary education irrespective of sex, promoting gender equality and empowering 

girls, achieving distribution of potable water and modern energy services globally 

are a few of the SDGs that will positively impact the lives of children in the future.  

                                                             With nearly 40% of its population under 18, 

India is home to the largest number of children in the world. Child mortality is three 

times as likely in a poor household compared to a rich one, and with 30% of our 

population below poverty line, we make up one fifth of the world in terms of child 

deaths. Gender disparity, child labour, violence, unavailability of clean drinking 

water and proper sanitation are still some challenges we are riddled with. Our plight 

has been addressed by the Country Programme Action Plan (CPAP) 2013-2017, 

under the wing of which, the government of India and UNICEF together strive to 

attain a better future for our kids. Celebrities and media have come together to spread 

the message of ending violence against children. Advocated by Amitabh Bachhan 

and Farhan Aktar, these messages were spread with hashtags of #ENDviolence and 

#itstartswithme and reverberated all over the internet to bring people on the same 

page with UNICEF’s agenda.  

                   “Babies need you”, is another remarkable effort that spreads awareness 

about raising babies in a fun and colourful way. With the apps to raise a virtual baby 

and challenging your friends who have newly become parents, this campaign is 

anything but monotonous.  



The Poo party anthem, composed by the famous indo jazz music composer Shrikanth 

Sriram, mocks the vice of open defecation. The tone of the song is lighthearted, one 

children can relate to, but at the same time brings the message home. The POO2LOO 

campaign was also openly participated in by students of IIT Delhi by organizing a 

flash mob that tapped its feet to the beats of the poo party anthem.  

     Under the umbrella that is UNICEF, the country has become one, like never 

before, for the purpose of protecting our children. Awareness and child protection 

go hand in hand, and as students, our part in educating our society would be 

invaluable.  
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